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The Honorable Lawton, Chiles
United Staten Senato

Dear Senator Chilest

Thin in in respSOaW 0V your letter dated April 16,3979, on btihalf of R I. r9 (P)), T'amnpa, Florida,concerning a requiat fori prq'poals (No, tICE-'134)issued by the q .ygnnni a 2rittiL CC4vo-
(COMISAT)v RrP asiserts tlEt C0fISA4I, L-y eantablishincga fourteen (lay response :time 4n its request forproposals, did not afford' offerors sufficient timeto submnt their proponals^ '

An you know, our autihoaity to resolve Governreiopcontract awvard controversie restn cr2,' the u A 5<
Accounting Actt of 12,1 (331 UWtNh.C. e).t eL . (1976)-)/{TjlMt1FlTu7c0 provides that claiitn and demands againatthe United States will be settled anml adjusted by theGeneral Accounting office, nlnd ftirther delegatenauthority to our Office to certify accountn.

COISAT, however, was established pursuant toVX01 U.S.C. S 731. et seq.. (1976) . Sctioji 731 providentc
"There is nuthorized to be creatsc( a
colnunicatlions satellite corporation
for profit Vhich will not be an acjencyor establialshient of the UnLted Staten
Government. k * *N

SI.nce COISAT is not subject to our nettliamient authority,we have no jutrind action in the nmttor. Generally,how',zver, requests Ltr proposals nhoulcJ provide areanonbtlbe time for offerors to 5ubnit their proposals,
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otrcumzuances rermitting, Wie a&re unable t determnine
the rcXonableneus of the period establishrsd by
COMSAT based on the information now before us,

We regret tiat we cannot be of turt,'-.
assistanca.

Sinceprely yours,

Milton J. Socular
General Cotnse4,
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